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Bob Noe

The jury concluded that Woodstream infringed on Mr. Noe's patent and committed fraud when it
sent AgriZap's device to China, where it was duplicated. Woodstream argued the patent was invalid
and that it only sent the device to its representatives in China to be evaluated as part of a
cost-reduction effort.

"We're very surprised and disappointed in the result," says Harry Whaley, Woodstream's president,
adding that the company is evaluating its options, including an appeal.

Mr. Noe's attorney, Gregory Lavorgna with Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP, says AgriZap will file an
injunction to halt the sale of Woodstream's version of the traps.
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The U.S. Patent Office has issued about 4,400 patents for rodent-control devices, but most are never
made. Mr. Noe contends his invention, billed "The Power Tool for Rodent Control," is an
exception, having quickly gained consumer acceptance.
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